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Mrs. Audrey Mae Barrett was born November 11, 1914, in Bon Ami, 
Louisiana to the union of Isaac Watson and Cora Rambo Watson.  
Her father died on June 5, 1915, just over six months after she was 
born.”  Family legend has it that he worked himself to death in a 
steam plant in south Louisiana.  When he became ill, they moved 
back to the Rambo community. 
 
Mrs. Barrett was raised in the Rambo community, a small, Cass 
County, settlement about 19 miles southeast of Linden, near McLeod, 
with several of her cousins. 
 
The Rambo community was named after Mrs. Barrett’s great 
grandfather, Col. Gale J. Rambo of Hayneville, Lowndes County, 
Alabama.  Col. Rambo was a commissioned officer in the Mexican 
War. 
 
After several attempts, Col. Rambo was granted a petition by the 
Lowndes County Court of Alabama on June 8, 1846 that freed then 
30 year old slave, Lydia Elbert, who was also the mother of their two 
sons, Alonzo 4 and Thomas 21 months. Little Thomas passed away 
at the age of 6 years old on June 28, 1844.  
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Subsequently, three more sons were born to Gale and Lydia Rambo, 
Benjamin on February 25, 1847, Monroe, Mrs. Barrett’s grandfather, 
on July 29, 1849 and Nedan (“Uncle Ned””), born February 5, 1856, 
and who lived to be 104 years old. 
 
Upon winning her freedom, Lydia and Col. Rambo were married in 
Ohio where they lived for six months in order for their marriage to be 
recognized.  Later they moved to Monterey, Marion County, Texas 
where they purchased land. 
 
Upon a return business trip to Alabama, Col. Rambo became ill, died 
and was buried in Alabama.  After his death the Rambo sons were 
forced to secure jobs to support themselves and their mother who 
was left penniless.  It seems that the Monterey property was deeded 
to Lydia, but she never received any part of it.  It is a mystery still 
today as to who acquired the land. 
 
Former Cass County Judge Daniel Horace Boon chronicled in a book, 
the history of Monterey, including interviewing Uncle Ned,  the 
youngest child of Col. Rambo and Lydia Rambo who lived to be 104 
years old.  Uncle Ned, as he was known to family members, described 
Monterey to Judge Boon as,” ….a little rough town on the line of 
Texas and Louisiana….no law, no church, no school, best man was 
the law.”   
 
After their mother’s death, the Rambo brothers purchased land in a 
wilderness just across the Marion-Cass County line and named it 
Rambo.  Alonzo Rambo, the oldest brother, purchased a 320 acre 
tract and his brother Monroe Rambo subsequently, on January 21, 
1875, purchased for $2.50 an acre, a 160 acre tract across the road 
two weeks before he married Fannie Payne.  Portions of this 160 acre 
tract are still owned by Rambo descendants.   
 
The land and the community in which the Rambo Brothers settled 
was in the middle of what’s known as the Smackover Field, which 
ran from Smackover, Arkansas to southeast Texas.  At the time of 
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founding, it was reported to be the largest oil field outside of Saudi 
Arabia. 
 
Mrs. Barrett’s early education began in the Rambo school with her 
aunt, Mrs. Mary Jane Rambo, a Prairie View College graduate, as her 
teacher.  The primary school she attended, which was formally a 
Masonic Lodge Hall, was located on land next to the Aberdeen Baptist 
Church.  
 
The Aberdeen Baptist Church of which both Mr. and Mrs. Barrett 
were members, until death, has been rebuilt due to a suspicious fire 
in 1980 and still stands in the same location today within the Rambo 
community. 
 
Mrs. Barrett attended high school in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
graduating from State High School on May 22, 1931, as at that time 
there was no high school in the Rambo Community.  She lived with 
her mother’s baby sister, Maggie “Cissy” Rambo Lear and her 
husband, Craig E. Lear, who over the years had several businesses 
in the Cooper Road area of Shreveport, including Lear & Terry 
Grocery.  1930 U.S. Census records indicate that Mrs. Barrett 
worked as a waitress in one of the Lears’ businesses. 
 
On August 11, 1939 she received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Languages and Literature from Bishop College in Marshall, Texas. 
 
Mrs. Barrett subsequently attended East Texas State University in 
Commerce, Texas, now Texas A&M University at Commerce, earning 
a Master’s of Science in Library Science on May 25, 1968. 
 
In the 1930’s until the mid-1940’s, Mrs. Barrett taught in the Rambo 
Schools, even before her graduation from Bishop College.  It was 
during this time on October 21, 1933, at a Cass County Training 
School (now known as Fairview High School) Educators meeting in 
Linden that Mrs. Barrett met her future husband, Professor M.J. 
Barrett, a native of Marshall, Texas who was teaching at Fairview 
High School. The couple later married on July 18, 1936 and 
subsequently two children, a daughter, Audrey Elaine “Laney Bug” 
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and a son, Mason Darrell (pronounced “dare-rell”) “Relly Boy.”  
Professor and Mrs. Barrett now have five grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. 
 
Mrs. Barrett taught at the Rambo School during this time and later 
taught in Linden at the Cass County Training School, Macedonia 
School, Fairview High School, served as librarian at Fairview Jr.-Sr. 
High School, Perfection Elementary in Kildare and finally retiring in 
1978 with over 45 years in education at Linden-Kildare Junior High 
School, now known as Mae Luster Stephens Junior High School, 
named after her co-worker, friend and great African-American 
educator, the late Mrs. Mae Luster Stephens. 
 
Mrs. Barrett considered it an honor to teach with other great female 
educators in Cass County such as Mrs. Emberie Willard Hindman, 
Mrs. Ruby Jones, Mrs. Ida Max, Mrs. Vinola Birdsong, Mrs. Mollie 
Henderson, Mrs. Roy B. Temple, Mrs. Hughlene Henley, Mrs. Carrie 
Harrison, Mrs. Esta Edmond, Mrs. Una Mae Johnson, Mrs. Opal 
Rambo Parker, Mrs. Annie Bell Allen, Mrs. Iona Joyce Norman, Mrs. 
Volena Mack Allen and our own Mrs. Mary Lou Shurn, with whom 
she would carpool with for years, just to name a few. 
 
Mrs. Barrett was a member of several professional and civic 
organizations which included the Mt. Olive Grand Chapter Order of 
the Eastern Star, Linden Faithful Chapter No. 502 and Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated, Marshall Graduate Chapter. 
 
Gardening, fashion, decorating and listening to music were her 
favorite things to do.  Mrs. Barrett along with Mrs. Stephens would 
from time to time lend their talents to planning and decorating local 
weddings which might include fragrant blossoms of magnolias, 
hydrangeas and calla lilies.  
 
Organizing and participating in many community and school 
sponsored talent and fashion shows were her favorites.  However, two 
of the highlights she spoke of often were assisting with the Miss 
Fairview Pageants and the Miss Linden Pageant. 
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Mrs. Audrey Mae Watson Barrett, known simply as Barrett to her 
close friends and “Bunch” or “Mae” to her family, was a wonderful 
loving and giving wife, mother, daughter, cousin, mentor, friend, 
educator and most of all Christian.  Her southern hospitality was 
infectious and at times funny to those who had the wonderful 
opportunity to meet her.  Her homemade eggnog at Christmas was a 
tradition. As she would say to visitors upon entry into the Barrett 
residence in Linden, “Would you have a Coke?” 
 
Mrs. Barrett made her final transition into heavenly rest on July 6, 
1983 at 1:40 p.m. in Clear Lake, Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
*Credits: excerpts from the Citizens Journal, Atlanta, Texas, January 18, 1976, Pgs. 1-2 
 

 
 


